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„ And it may not be eaſy to ſettle them with ab- 
ſolute reciſn. „ 
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"I is of no yaſt importance to Us Moderns, % Whether Thr Thrafy. : 
« m bus (who was contemporary with Plato to) was the fic — —_— 
«© of Pointing; or [ſecrates, who, flouriſhed about the ſame 3 — 

cc or whether the. 1nyention ou to be aſcribed to Nicanor 4 99 


« lived ſo late as in Adrian's days. The words of Suidas are 
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« invenit.” Yet it could ſcarce be quite coeval. . 1 * . 
muſt have required Time, to feel the want of it, and afterwards to 


ride and 1 r er it. Cellarius, in eng 8 12 D; Wine 
1 * 


ce 82 elle, que _ ſimpticix erant, aut: mer diſpoſita, in um 
« ordinem redegerunt et formam, quæ adhuc hodie uſitata funt... | | 


(His hodie was the latter end of the laſt century.) 
Neither does it import Us mùth to know: the old Gee * 


Latin Names of theſe dons or Poſture, or Nong; Or what 


Tully, or Quinctilian, or Donatus, or dorus, or 
elſe called f ; Or whether a Comma « 
by the d, Inciſum, orgfirgula, or 
| Latin ot It = not ſem to me, the Antients 
had any fixed ſettled Rules, either about the Names or about the 


Uſe of theſe Points or Diſtinctions. It is not agreed, whether Ci- 
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* . ſubſequente verbo reguntur: : nec, ſi abſint, detrimenti i quidquam 
atitur ſententia. 


'hat has been hitherto premiſed may rwe: ry enough for 
Flouriſſi and Parade: But 1 doubt whether the Reader will find 
himſelf much advanced thereby in the real Skill of Pointing, or 


An Way upo 


be able to collect from it any certain Rule to direct him in the 


ba of it. 


Tun GaxxRAIL IDEA of Pointing Betis to ele elvitiici | 
more than MARKING down upon Paper, by different Signs or No- 


tations, the eſpeclive Pauszs which actually were or 5 to be 
made in pronouncing the Words written or printed; togetl 


er with : 
like Hints for a different Modulation of Voi vice, where a Juſt Pronun- 
ciation would require it. 

As Letters are the Marks of e Sounds, and Works the 
Signs of Ideas, and Language the Repreſentation o ughts; ſo 5 
(I chink I may venture to 5 WRITING and Pri THC iy be 
rendered Pictures of PRonunciaTion, The Pauſes, the Accents, 
the Emphaſis, and even the Tone of Voice mays perhaps without 
much Difficulty, be noted upon Paper. 

There is a certain. Propriety and Gracefulneſs in all theſe, which, if 
a Man is himſelf Maſter of, he will be able thus to communicate to 
others: He may deſcribe them ſo well upon Paper, that his Reader 
may form an Idea, how the Writer did or would pronounce the 
Words; and how the Reader may, if he pleaſes, Fe them 


in the very ſame Manner. 


I do not ſay 4 that every Man will make theſe Marks upon his 


„Paper with Accuracy and Propriety.“ DO is not r Man, chat 


pronounces with Accuracy and Propriet 


But every Man is ſenſible how he himſe 7 FEORD He We 


| whether he accuſtoms himſelf to make frequent or only few Pauſes; 


whether he is apt to exert himſelf occaſionally with vehement Em- 

zbafis, or content to drag heavily along in a regular Carrier's Pace; 
whether he ſometimes alters the Tone of his Voice, to accomodate | 
it to the Variety of his Subject; or conſtantly perſiſts in a continued 


uniform Monotony, let his Subject vary ever fo much. 


As every Man is conſcious of this with regard to biniſelf, 100 per- 
fectly knows his own Manner of Pronouncing, he may expreſs that 
Manner of his own, ſo as tg be intelligible to another Perſon, by 


ſuitable Marks upon Paper: And Habit will ſoon bring him to do 


this with Eaſe and Tin! ; dens. it 1 at firk h ſeem a. awk- 
ward and tedious. © 8 "a 


* 


- 


; Ne Ts 5 | . | ; 5 CIA 5 a 
An Eſſay upon Pointing, Sc. = 
It may be difficult, or perhaps mp. to fix the preciſe Quan- 
_ tity. or Duration of each Pauſe: For that varies with the Time: 
and the ſame Compoſition may be rehearſedin a guicker or a flower 
„ Time.“ But the PrRoPoRTION between the ſeveral Pauſes ſtill 
remains the /ame : « And f the Doctrine of Punctuation were ex- 
«. act, the Proportion between the Pauſes would be ever ixvari- 
A „ > | 
Some People indeed ſpeak rapidly; ſome, ſlowly; ſome make 
many . Pauſes ; ſome, fewer; ſome, longer; ſome, ſhorter : But 


this makes no Difference with regard to the Facility of Pointing ; - 


becauſe the PRoyoR TION between the Pauſes will not be thereby al- 


\ tered ; and the whole affair of Pointing is to mark thaſe oy hare; 
upon Taper conformably to the Pauſes really made and the Propor- 
tion really obſerved between them in actual Pronunciation. For 
Example —— The ſmalleſt Pauſe that is actually made in pro- 
nouncing is to be marked on Paper by a („) Comma; the next long- 
er Pauſe (whether it be twice as long, or more or leſs than twice,) 
is to be marked by a G) Semicolon ; the next longer than that, is to 
be marked by a (:) Colon; and the next (which finiſhes the Sen- 
tence) by a (.) full Point. The fame might, in ſome Degree, be 
ſaid concerning the Diviſion of whole Groupes of Sentences into 
more or fewer Paragraphs ;. and perhaps {till further on. All theſe 
ought to bear a Proportion to each other, in as near a Conformity 
as may be to the Time actually expended in the Pauſes, ſuppoſing 
the TO written or printed to be or to have been really pro- 
nounced. | - | 


It is very eaſy to conceive the proper Diviſion of any Compoſition. + 
into PARAGRAPHS; by allowing Time for a Pauſe at the Completion 
of each 58 h, either double or treble or in any greater Ratio 
(if you chooſe it) to that which you allow for a Period or full 
Foint. 2 ns, | bo. | | 

The greater Diviſions of a large Work (into Chapters, Books 
Sc,) depend more upon the Nature of the Subject, than upon Time: 
And they are out of the preſent Queſtion; becauſe the Uſe and Ne- 
ceſſity of Pointing will be exactly the ſame, and a proper Diviſion 
into Paragraphs will be equally convenient, whether theſe larger 
Diviſions * reducible to any Rule, or not. : SD : 

| But a Diviſion into Paragraphs may be well enough taken in, 
under the Term Pointing, in its large and more extenſive Senſe ; 
And the Practice of it is very convenient, in . both Writer and 


Reader clear from Perplexity W nder this large and 


a 


&c 5 : 


An Eſſay upon Pointing, &c. 
extenſive Meaning of the Word Pointing, may alſo be taken 
in, the Marks of Accents, of long and ſport Syllables, of Emphaſis, 
or other Alteration of Voice. LT EE os, 
It muſt be admitted, indeed, that Pointing can not be infiſted on 
as abſolutely neceſſary, in this /arge Senſe of the Word ; however 
convenient it may be. But in the more confined Senſe of it, there is 
70 Need to make any ſuch Conceſſion: For, as far as ftrict Pointing 
or Interpunctuation goes, it is a great deal more than barely conve- 

nient. 'Af h | 

THE CONVENIENCE, I may ſay THE NecessITY of Interpunc- 
tuation, in order to prevent Ambiguity and aſſiſt Perſpicuity, is ſo 
obvious, that it ſeems needleſs to enlarge much upon it. 
Every School-boy is furniſhed with evaſive anſwers of Oracles, 
wherein the different diſpoſition of the Points not only rendered the 
Senſe ambiguous, but was ſometimes capable of giving it 7wo directly 
_ contrary Meanings. In other inftances, groſs apparent 1 e may 

be changed into very ſimple Truths, and ſimple Truth into groſs 
Fal ſebood, by the mere Alteration of the Places of the Points. So 

that the ſame identical Words may be either undenably true, or ex- 
ccedingly doubiful, or abſurdly falſe; juſt as they happen to be pointed, 
or as the Points may be changed from one Place to another: And it 
often happens in Fact, that great Confuſion and Uncertainty does 
ariſe from wrong Pointing, or from the total Neglect of uſing any 
Points at all. THIS alone ſeems to prove the Neceſſity of paying 
ſome Attention to Punctuation. I es. 
I know, there are 80ME Perſons who affect to deſpiſe it, and treat 
this whole Subject with the utmoſt Contempt, as a Trifle far betow 

_ their Notice, and a Formality unworthy of their Regard : They do 
not hold it difficult, but deſpicable ; and neglect it, as being above 
it F : p F _— 3 1. . 5 


1%, Yet many learned Men have been highly ſenſible of its Uſe®; 
Rwheten- and ſome ingenious and elegant Writers have condeſcended to point 


gius, Caſſio- their Works with Care; and very eminent Scholars have not diſ- 


dorus, Ni- 


dauer Aldus dained to teach the Method of doing it with Propriety. It certainl7 


Manutivs(thehelps the Writer, to explain himſelf more intelligibly ; and the Rea-, 
De der, to apprehend more readily. In many Cafes, it is abſolutely ne- 
Dauſquius, Ceſſary that a Writing ſhould be pointed, in order to its being un- 


Chriftcpho- derſtood at all; and in others, to prevent its being miſunderftood. 
138 Very long Writings ſtand moſt in Need of its Aſſiſtance: And yet it ſo 
jus (Lows happens in Fact, that the /ongeft of all are generally (if not univer- 
2 ally) altogether un. pointed. The Original n of a long me ; 


An Ely upon Pointing, Ee. 


of parliament, or a verboſe Deed of Conveyance or Marriage. Set- 
tlement, en eee upon many Skins of Parchment without a ſingle 
Point from Be Jr to End, may be nearly as unintelligible to a 


Common Reader, as if they were compoſed 1 in an unknown Lan- 
uage. 


0 it may be rendered doubiful, by no Pointing at all. 
The two following Inſtances, though very trite ones, are never- 


theleſs decifioe . that the Senſe may be- abſolutely nes by diffe- 


66 rent Pointing * and fatally too. 


4 Bis; Redibis: - Nunquam per bella peribis.“ 
4 Ibis; 3 Redibis nunguam: Per Bella Peribis., 


* ci dual him oceidire noli : Timere bonum 2ſt.“ 
64 Eduardum occidere noli timere: bonum oft." 


So the Senſe may be ridiculou ly perverted by falſe Pointing. 


e Every Lady i in this Land | 
„ Hath zwenty Nails upon each Hand; 
Five and twenty on Hands and Feet : 

66, And this 18 true, without Decent.” | 


{Aa o it is; and not only true, but even a clear, obvious, undeni- 
able Truth, when the Sentence is properly pointed : Though the 


Aﬀſertion is falſe, and the Computation raue, if pointed as 


above. | 


CHANGE the Pointing: And what can be more fimply true, than 
Loom Aſſertion and Computation ? 


66. Every Lady in this 13 
„ Hath zwenty Nails; upon each Hand 
Five; and twenty on Hands and Feet: 
6 And this is true, without Deceit,” 


There is not a Grain of Deceit or Fallacy i in the Won ps: All | 


that is equivocal, lies ſolely in the PuncTuaTION. 
- PoinTING therefore, ſtrictly and properly ſo called, ſeems 
0 al. abſolutely W ; at leaſt, e convenient and 
u ö 


B 2 — 0 A proper 


As the Senſe may be * or even reverſe by fal ſe Pointing ; 3 


11 


rr 


* 
a. 
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A proper Diviſion into Paragraphs has alſo its Uſe and Beauty; 

as has been already ſaid, if not /bewn; ft oe oo on, 
Many other Diſtinctions tend greatly to Perſpicuity : Great Letters, 

properly applied; Under-ſcormg, in Writing; ſtalics, Capitals, &c, 


in printed Books ; and in ſhort, every Artifice-that can be invented, 
to lead the Reader's Apprehenſion into the Track of the Writer's 


Meaning. And if a Writer finds himſelf a little hard- bound now 
and then, and not eaſily delivered of his owt: Meaning, he will the 
better conceive how ſerviceable it muſt be to his Reader to furniſh 


him with any Clew to guide him through the mazy Labyrinth. - 


I will not aſſert, nor do I pretend, «© that my Manner of Jar 


« and diſtinguiſhing is preferable to any other: But this I will aſ- 
ſert, that it js much better than none at all; and < that it ſerves, 
in a greater or Jeſs Degree, to aſſiſt the Apprehenſion of the Reader.“ 


Any Gentleman who has the old Law-Reports in his Study, (ſuch 
as the Tear-Books, Plowden, Leonard, Rolle, Sc,) may eaſily try it: 


And he will ſoon perceive the great inconvenience of a total Neg- 


lect of all Diſtinctions whatſoever ; and will feel it very irkſomely, if 

he has a real Occaſion to look into thoſe Books for particular Paſ- 
ſages cited out of them; eſpecially, if he happens to be preſſed in 
Point of Time. Inſtead of any guiding Marks or Diſtinctions which 


may conduct his Eye to the Paflage ſought for, or to the Part 


of the Caſe where he would be likely to find it, or even to the 
Name of the Judge or Counſel who ſpoke the Words; he will ſee 
a Report of the Length of ſeveral Pages, all huddled together in 


one ſingle Paragraph, without any Diſtinction between the State of 


the Caſe, the Arguments of a Variety of Counſel, the reſpective 
Opinions of the ſeveral Judges, and the final Reſolution of the 
Court: And he will ſcarce think the matter much exaggerated, if 
it ſhould be compared to the actual Search for a Needle in a Bottle 
of Hay. It is more unpleaſant and dilatory, than can well be con- 
ccived by a Perſon who has never had Occaſion to try it. 

I will conclude this Head with an Fxperimentum Crucis ; by refer- 
ring, in general, to antient Manuſcripts and antient Marbles ; (In- 
ſtances X which may be ſeen in Gruter, or the Marmor Sandvicenſe;) 


or even to the famous Alexandrian Manuſcript, atteſted by the Patri- 


arch Cyril ; which has the Diviſions into Paragraphs, and is in ſome 
Degree punctuated. Let any Gentleman of the common ordinary : . 
Rank of Scholarſhip-and Skill in Greet, but not particularly conver- 
fant with old Manuſcripts, - try howw currently he can read and un- 
&« derſtand them ;** or, in plain and direct Terms, whether he 
; | - 6 can » 


An Eſſay upon Pointing, &c. 


« can, without great Labour and Study underſtand them at all.” 


I am very fure, he will not venture to ſay “ that he could read 
« them as currently and as pleaſantly, as if they had been pointed 
« and diſtinguiſhed in the Manner before recommended.” I 
ſhould gueſs that it nught probably coſt him ten Minutes or a 


Quarter of an Hour, after the Book was fairly laid open before him, 


to determine whether he did or did not find, in the laſt mentioned 


- This is ſo ſtrong an Inſtance, that I will not attempt to add any 
Thing further; unleſs any Perſon of ordinary Skill in the Hebrew 
Language is willing to accept the like Appeal to him, with Regard 
to the moſt ſacred Copy of the Jewiſb Law: Conſtans enim et anti- 


quifjima efi Rabbinorum Sententia, - legem a Mole ſcriptam eſſe ſine 


« punctis [Vowel Points] fine accentibus, fine paraſchis, ſine verſuum, 
imo fine verborum diſtinctione. Os . 


lj hope, it now appears, that Pointing and every other Diſtinction 


that is likely to catch the Reader's Eye and ſtrike his Attention, are 


contributory towards rendering any «vpritten or printed Compoſition 
more clearly and readily apprehended by its Reader; and deſerve there- 
fore to be cultivated and improved, rather than ' deſpiſed and 
ſcorned. OCs 1 | | | | 


| T EIS is the main Point I have had in View : And the Deſire of 
eſtabliſhing it has been the Ground of this preſent Attempt. | 
Ir the Cſe and Expediency of Pointing and other affiſtant Diſtinc- 


tions be granted, it would ſurely be very deſirable to fix ſome gene- 
ral Ru Es, if they can be agreed upon, for the beſt and propereſt 


Manner of practiſing ſo uſeful and convenient an Art. And though 
it is hardly to be expected, that all Men will agree in one Opinion 


about ſuch 6% and propergſi Method; yet there can be no Harm in 
throwing out a few Hints upon a Subject ſo little regarded. And as 
nothing more is hereby intended than to collect a few Hints and 
Materials towards ſome future Eſtabliſhment, it is not at all neceſſary 


to be nice or exact in putting them together at preſent: Therefore 


they ſhall be freely propoſed, and in the Order wherein they happen 
to occur. 8 
But I ſhould; in the firſt Place, refer thoſe of my Readers who 
would be as accurate in Pointing as the Rules hitherto laid down can 
render them, to the two excellent Treatiſes which I ang at 
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Firſt ſetting out. The two learned Authors of them form their 
Rules upon the Nature of Sentences as divided into principal con- 
ſtructive Parts, and the Degrees of Connexion between thoſe Parts: 
And they diſtinguiſh between imperfect Phraſes, ſimple Sentences, 
and compound Sentences. - They conſider, in a Sentence, the Sub- 
jeet and the Verb, and each as accompanied with ſeveral Adjuntts, 
as the Object, the End, the Circumſtances (of Time Place Manner 
and the like ) and that, either immediately, or medi lately, that is, 
by being connected with ſomething that is connectèd with ſome 
other, and ſo on. And they hold „ that if there are ſeveral Subjects 
«« belonging in the ſame Manner to one Verb, or ſeveral Verbs be- 
« longing in the ſame Manner to one Subject, the Subjects and Verbs 
*« are ſtill to be accounted equal in Number; for every Verb muſt. 
Have its Subject, and every Subject its Verb; and every one of the 
Subjects, or Verbs, ſhould or may have its Point of Diſtinction.“ 
They Both give Examples, to illuſtrate their Rules: The Profeſſor, 
in Latin; the Biſhop, in Engl. But as I may injure them by at- 
tempting to repreſent what they have expreſſed in the cleareſt Terms, 
it 1s ſafer and better to refer the Reader to receive their Inſtructions 
from themſelves. He will find great Entertainment and Improve- 
ment from the Treatiſe de ratione Interpungendi, from Page 50 to 
Page 82; and in the Introduction to Engliſh Grammar, from Page 


170 to Page 183. Whoever will take the Pains to conſult and con- 7 


ſider what they may there find, will be amply rewarded for their 
Trouble. They may alſo find clear and W Information of the 
tame Kind, in Mr. Chambers's Oclopædia, under the Article Sen- 
teuce in Grammar.“ 

But as Others may chooſe to take the Matter up more fiightly, and 
contemplate it only in a general View, without entering into the 
Niceties of the Subject, or caring to incumber themſelves with par- 
ticular Rules requiring a conſiderable Degree of Attention; it might 
in ſome Meaſure anſwer their Purpoſe, or at leaſt help them a lit- 
tle, if they would only habituate themſelves to pronounce aloud the 
Words they have been writing down; and then. point them. I 
imagine, that after a little Habit and Exercitation of this Kind, they 
would learn how to point them to a 2zſeſul Degree. For Nature, 
joined to Cuſtom, teaches tkem to make ſome Pauſes, when they 
ſpeak or read: And they would have nothing to do, but to put 
down upon the written Paper ſuch a Mark as will here expreſs the 
ſame Quantity of Pauſe which they find themſelves actually to make 
in mg aloud their own written . Though this Method 


2 may 


} 


1 Eiliy upon Pointing, Se. 


may not bring a Man to a quite correct Manner of Pointing, yet it: 


will bring him to a conſiſtent one: He will point as he ſpeaks ; and 


F his Manner of Speaking or Reading be juſt and proper, with Re- 
gard to his Pauſes, his Ma of Pointing will be ſo too, or at leaſt. 
come very near it. 

It is not to be expected, that all Men ſhould. point Ae: For 
all Men do not ſpeak alike, or read alike. Beſides, the Subjeci- 


Matter ſpoken or written by one Perſon may induce him to pauſe 


and point differently from another; or even differently from his own. 
Manner of Pauſing and Pointing in treating. a different Subject. 
Grave, ſerious, abſtruſe, argumentative, mathematical, theolog 

| Orations, Lectures, or Writings ought to be higher pointed (that is 
to ſay, divided into more Members) than ludicrous, light, lively, 
facetious Pieces of mere Wit and Humour: Becauſe the former are, 
in their own Nature, more difficult to be immediately apprehended 


and underſtood ; whereas the latter muſt be very bad of their Kind, 
if they do not ſtrike the Apprehenſion at once, without any ſup- | 


plemental Aid. 


Neither 1s it to- be expected, that a// Perſons ſhould point pro- 
pry; Becauſe numberleſs private and even public Speakers and 


eaders make their Faye very FMproperly,. Yet I think that every 
one that ſufficiently endeavours at it, may point as he himſelf ſpeaks 
or reads. If he does not, he ought to infer from thence, < that he 
does either the one or the other improperly :”” And he ought to 


continue his Endeavours, till he can bring each to be conſent with. 


the other. 


As to the NUNRER of D ſfintions—Dr. Ward ſeems to think, that 


more than are commonly admitted in ordinary Practice, might be 
uſeful; He expreſsly ſpecifies One, greater than the Colon; and 


: judges ſuch a one to be wanting « in longior bus quibuſaam enten 
% His. 


The Right Reverend Author does not ſeem to come into chis 
Opinion. He obſerves, that * the different Degrees of Connexion 


10 between the ſeveral Parts of Sentences, and the different Pauſes 


in a juſt Pronunciation, which expreſs thoſe Degrees of Con- 
« nexion according to their proper Value, admit of great Va- 


« riety ; but the whole Number of Points which we have to ex- 
« preſs their Variety amounts only to Four. Hence it is, that we. 


« are under a Neceſſity of expreſſing Pauſes of the ſame Quantity, 


on different Occafions by different Points; ; and more frequently 
e 


ical 
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ie Pointing eG : - 
a df expreſſing Pauſes of different Quantity by Oe our Points.” . 
But yet he thinks „ that if a 8 Number of Marks were in- 
% yented to expreſs all the poſſible different Pauſes of Pronuncia- 
© tion; the Doctrine of them would be very perplexed and diff- 
«© cult, and the Uſe of them would rather embaraſs than aſſiſt the 
„% Reader.” SE VV i 825 
He obſerves © that the ſeveral Degrees of Connexion between 
« Sentences, and between their principal and conſtructive Parts, 
© Rhetoricians have conſidered under the following Diſtinctions, 
as the moſt obvious and remarkable; the Period, Colon, Semica- 
& Jon, and Comma: And, after having defined theſe four, he adds, 
that « the Grammarians have followed this Diviſion of the Rheto- 
„ ricians, and have appropriated to each of theſe Diſtin&ions its 
« Mark or Point; which takes its Name from the Part of the Sen- 
« tence which it is employed to diſtinguiſh ; CE 


« The Period 1 : ps bar” 


«© The Colon : 
„The Semicolon thus mar Ren 


„The Comma 


we oo» *» 


The Biſhop entirely drops Dr. Ward's Semiperiod: He does not 
even mention it. Indeed, the Profeſſor himſelf does not greatly in- 
{iſt upon it. All that he ſays of it is this“! SEMIPERTODUS 
inter colon et periodum, ut ſemicolon inter comma et colon, mediam 
« habere potgſtatem dicitur. Sententiam igitur perfectam terminat ; 
«© ſed cui nova ex fe nata annectitur, que a- litera minuſcula incipit. 
[Aldus Minutius expreſſes himſelf thus Poft unicum punttum, 

« fi ſequatur Sententia ſuperior: non Pts, rep verbum littera © 
* 2 incipio: fe vero diſſimilis, majuſcula.] Then he gives 
three Examples of it; one from Sally? and two from Cicero. He 
then proceeds thus——< Cum hujuſce autem diſtinctionis uſus illi, 
« quem colo proxime tribuimus, valde affinis videatur ; nonnulli in eo 
e diſcrimen poſuerunt, quaſi tum demum ſemiperiodo locus fit, quum ſen- 
«© fus poſterior a priori dependeat, ſed copula non connectatur- And 
this Difference will appear clear enough, he ſays, by comparing 
the three Examples he has given of the Semiperiod, with the Ex- 
-amples which he has given of the Colon. He concludes with ob- 
ſerving that thoſe who do not uſe the Semiperiod, ſometimes ſub- 
«« ſtitute the Colon in its Place, and ſometimes the Period.” | 


Upon 


/ 


Von the whole of what he has ſaid concerning the Semiperiod, 
I acknowledge that I can find no more in it than what exactly 
anſwers to my Idea of the ſtrict and proper Col ox; except the 


| Mark by which he diſtinguiſhes it, namely; beginning the new Sen- 


' tence ariſing out of and annexed to the preceding perfect Sentence, 
| 2 all Letter. And therefore I am one of Thoſe, who, not 
_ uſing 

would with. it to be underſtood, that when I ſpeak of the Color, I 
mean a. Point or Diſtinction equipollent to his Semiperiod. In all 
thoſe Caſes where other perſons repeat their Colon more than once 
in the ſame Period, I always make Uſe of the Semicolon ; eſteem- 
ing it to be, in all ſuch; Caſes, much more proper. 
—_ is unneceſſary to ſpend Time in defining or explaining the four 
Diſtinctions called Period, Colon, Semicolon, and Comma; becauſe that 


is very well done already, in a Book which is in almoſt every one's | 


Hands: I mean Mr. Chambers's Cyclopædia. There you will find 
every Thing relating to them, or to the Uſe of them, that can well 
be ſaid or thought of, laid down in an inſtructive and entertaining 


Manner, under the four reſpective Articles; and amongſt the Reſt, 


the Sentiments of Dr. Ward and Father Buffier, very clearly repre- 
ſented. (The Biſbop's Book was not publiſhed, till many Years 
after Mr. Chambers s Death: the firſt Edition of it was in 1762.) 
It might therefore ſuffice, and perhaps might be more prudent, to 
leave the Matter here; upon a general Reference to what theſe Gen- 
tlemen (including the Biſhop) have ſaid upon the Subject. Vet I 
feel an Inclination to expatiate a little, though perhaps more whim- 
ſically than judiciouſly, upon the Uſe of the Colon. 
Under the Article . CoLo, Mr. Chambers mentions the Uſes 
which ſeveral different Grammarians have aſſigned to it. Some ſay, 
marking the Middle of a Period: Others ſay, concluding a 
«© Senſe Jeſs perfect than the Period. Others ſay, < that it is to be 


d uſed, when the Senſe is perfect, but the Sentence not concluded.” 


F. Buſſier, he ſays, has attempted to fix the Uſe of it; but 
does not much diſtinguiſh it from the Semicolun. As to the Oc- 

caſions where the Colon is to be uſed, rather than the Semicolon, Mr. 
Chambers himſelf ſays << there is nothing preciſe to be ſaid of it; ex- 
«6 cept that the Colon ſhews the ſupernumerary Member more de- 


«© tached, and ſets it at a greater Diſtance from the reſt ; and there- 


<« fore marks a longer Pauſe than the Semicolon.” He ſays . that 


the Colon ſeems preferable to the Semicolon, before Conjunctions 
% adverſative, reſtrictive, conditional &c: But where the ſuper- 


6. numerary Phraſes. not only 98 the Prececent, but dep nd 


* on 


e Semiperiod, ſubſtitute the Colon in its Place. And I 
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_ cond, the Advantages that would redound from it. 


« on them for their Regimen, and are, as it were, new Party there- 
+ of, there the Semicolon Teerns preferable to the Colon.” Vet he 
owns „ that this Difference has a Dependence on fomething that 
* influences all the Points, and ſways the wvhole Doctrine of Pane. 
<6 tuation; vi. the Leng ib or Shortneſs of the Members and Pera: 
« For when the Phraſes are hg, we point higher than when hort.“ 
ALL this ſeems very rational. Yet oe of his Examples might, I 
think, admit of a different Pointing from what he aſſigns toit. He 
points it thus The Difcourſe conſiſted of two Parts; in the 


* firſt was ſhewn the Neceſſity of Fighting ; in the fecond, the 


„ Advantages that would redownd from it. I mould have writ- 


ten it and pointed it, thus The Diſcourſe conſiſted of v 


Parts: In the, was ſhewn the Necefity of fighting ; in the ſe- 
An anonymous Writer (of the Fear 1590) under the Article 
« CoLon,” ſays, “ that it is Note of perfect Senſe; but nor of a 
1 have already faid, that my ow Notion of the ftrict war ror no 
Colom falls in with Dr. Ward's Semiperiod: It dre one 
End of a perfect Sentence, to which a new one, ms er of it, 
is annexed. This Notton of a Colon falls in alſo with the Bi- 
ſhop's : His Words are A Member of a Sentence, whether 
„ fimple or compounded, which of ite would rake a complete 
4% Fentence, and ſo requires a greater e than a Semicolon, yet is 
« followed by an additional Part making a more full and perfect 
« Senſe, may be diſtinguiſhed by a Com.“ But, notwithftand- 
ing theſe two great Authorities, I never tiſe more than ve (Colon in 


the ſame Period. They admit three or /four into the fame Period: 
And ſo (I acknowledge) do Manutius, Da 


uſquius, Cellarius, and 


many others. But f the Uſe of a Colon is to mark the Middle of 
a Period, there certainly can be zur une Mide in the ſame Period: 


Or, if it marks a Semiperiod, there can be but two Smiperious in 


one Period. Dauſquius, in Vol. I. Tractst. 4. Cap. 3. argues 


thus Perfectæ abſolutæque Perioti PuncTus Index eſt: Ergo, 


« ſimili competentia, Sxyrrruxcrumi dimidiatæ Periodi.” ?“ 


I'would juſt obſerve here, that theſe two learned Engliſh Writers 


do not quite agree in the Proportions between the Pautes: nor is it 


eſſential that they ſhould do fo, with ab/olute Precifion, The Pro- 
fefſor's Ratio is this“ In commute fuſpenfm vocis duplo longior eſſe leber, 
« quam inter alia vocabula, qua nulla diiniftone ſeparantur ; in Semi- 


4% colo triplo; et ſimiliter in reliquis 'majoribus inter punctis, eadem 


7 


3 upon F 


The Bihep's i is — The praportional 


4 ng 


determined by the following general Rule: The Period is a 
oY Pauſe. in Quantity or Nuration dayble of the Colon 
<<. is delle of the Semicalon; and the Semicolon is Ale of the 
„ Comma. So that they are in the ſame Proportion to one another 

<< as the Semibrief, the Minim, the Cn — and the Quayer, in 
. -Mube,” I have met with an old Rule, which directs the Pauſes 


ta be made. i in the following Manner: At every Comma, ſtop 


while you - breathe, or while you may tell One; at every Semi- 
« colon, while you tell e; at every Colon, while you may tell 
E . ; at every Period while you may tell Air. And it aſſigns 


the Time of paufing, to the Erotgit or Interrogation, and 
c bf nr Zan or Exclamation, as it does to the Period.” 


Probably many Perſons may uſe additional Points or Diſtinctions, 


of their own Invention, in their private Studies, to aſſiſt their own 


Apprehenſion or Recollection; oh they may not adventure to 
produce them to the Public, becauſe they would not be generally 


underſtood. For, theſe Niſtinctions ſeem, in this reſpect, to bear 


_ Reſemblanee to Shortrhand; where every Man is at Liberty 
0 invent for bim 44 and to contrive ſuch peculiar Characters for 

bis own — 

tion and M 


| theſe Diſtinctions; and more eſpecially, as the two learned and 
_ ingenious Writers, whom I have ſo often referred to, are not quite 
agreed either as to the Number commonly. uſed, or whether it would 
or would not be deſirable to jacreaſe it; e may venture to conclude 
. that the Number of them is An BITRA RT.“ From whence it 
ſeems to follow, that every Man is at Liberty to form his own 
Sentiments about ham: and can do no Harm, by eee 
them to others. 
_ - Perm aps the Come, Sonia, Calon, and Period: may be the 
| whole Number of thoſe Diſtinctions which may fric#y. or pr 40 
be called PoinTs.. The , 16s has no diſtin& Mark or 
tion from that of the Period: It is not at all pretended to be n 
by the Point, but by quite another Diſtinction, namely, beginning the 
Wan (if I may ſo call it) with a ſmall Letter. 


+ Yet fome other Marks of proper Pauſes may be advantageou fly 
| uſed. The Break, marked thus (——) is often very expreſſive : 


"Ty it ireams- a: better en to a Speech or Quotation hap 


. BY 


5 — or Time of the Points with reſpect to one another is 
the Colon 


ſe, as he finds beſt adapted to his own Concep- 
Uron tbe — what has been ſaid concerning the NumBen of 
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An Eſſay upon Pointing, &c; 
y upon Pointing, Ac, 


the Colon; which, the Biſhop ſays « is commonly uſed when an 
„Example or a Speech is introduced.“ This Mark —— is very 


frequently uſed by the late ingenious and accurate Dr. Byrom, 


(who had examined the Nature and Properties of our Langua 


with the moſt diligent Attention, and wrote it with a moſt ma- 


ſterly Pen, ) in his Treatiſe introductory to the Plan of his very fa- 


EI and uſeful Invention of a univerſal Engliſh Short-Hand, 
ately communicated to the Public. So, a Writer may leave pro- 


portionably larger or ſmaller Spaces between his Sentences, as the 
Pronunciation may require longer or ſhorter Pauſes: Or he may 


divide his Matter into longer or ſhorter Members. 
The PA uss do not, as I ſhould conceive, depend ſolely on the 
Quantity of Words or even of Members in a Sentence; but ſeem to 
be at leaſt as much, if if not more influenced by the Subject. Matter. 
Sometimes the greateſt Pauſes are graceful, after the ſmalleſt Quan- _ 
tity of Words: As, to die to fleep=——to fleep?—— per- 
& chance to dream : For—in that Sleep of Death, what 


« Dreams may come, &c. e ee e eee 14h 
BksI DES the Points or primary Diſtinctions which mark the 


Pauſes, there are others which can ſcarce be ranked under the Ti- 


tle of Djſtinctions of Sentences? Dr. Ward calls them Note 
& HAffectuum. The learned Prelate gives them no particular Name: 
He only ſays, that they denote a different Modulation of the 
«© Voice in Correſpondence with the Senſe.” The Profeſſor men- 
tions only #vs; namely 2uxftio and Exclamatio: The Biſhop men- 


tions three; namely The Interrogation Point, the Exclamation 


Point, the Parentheſis.” Both theſe Writers indeed conſider them 


all as Points. The Profeſſor ſays ——IxnTERPUNCTORUM alia ſen- 


& fentias et partes illarum diſtinguunt, alia fignant affectus: And af- 
ter he has Wpecißed the Comma, the Semicolon, the Colon, the 


Semiperiodus, and the Periodus, as the Sententiarum diſtinctiones, he 


ſays ( His adjungi paſſunt Parentheſis, Paratheſis.“ Then, under 
a third Diviſion, fo ſays ( Affectuum Note ſunt Quæſtio, Ex- 
« clamatio.” He agrees with the Biſhop in their denoting 4 
different Modulation of the Voice: He ſays “ Qu =sTIONts 
Nota vocen ſuſpendit: ExXCLAMATIONIS* Nota vocem ob motum 
« animi vebementiorem altius follendam eſſe monet. The latter is 
uſed, he ſays, to expreſs various Affections, each of which might 
perhaps ſeem to deſerve a particular diſtinct Mark (peculiure fignum ) 


if it could be conveniently ſo contrived: And he gives ſeveral 


Examples (from Tully) of ſeveral different Kinds of Exclamation at 


= « , 


preſent — * the. — an 5 vix. A ssi 
Gay „ Pity, Indignation, t, and Speer. ? _ 
he Biſhop contents himſel with ſaying no more, upon the 
whole Subject, than this ; (which. is ſo conciſe and fo clear, that I 


555 a- ul )—« The Interrogation and Exclamation Points- 


are ſufficiently explained by their Names: They are indetermi- 
4 nate as to their Quantity or Time, and may be equivalent in that 
44 reſpect to a Semicolon, a Colon, or a Period, as the Senſe re · 
„ mquires. They mark an Elevation of the Voice. | 
The Parent heſis incloſes in the Body of a Sentence a Member 
4 inſerted into it, which is neither — to the Senſe, nor at 
3 all affects the Conſtruction. It marks a moderate Depreſſion of 
„the Voice, with a Pauſe greater than a Comma.” 
This is the whole that his Lordſhip has given upon theſe three 
Diſtinctions, the Interrogation, Exclamation, and Parentheſis. 
The PARENTRHEs Is is of great Uſe; and tends, in my Apprehen- 
fion, much to Perſpicuity. | 
The PaxaTHEs1s alſo (which the Biſhop does not mention) is 
not without its Convenience. 
A ParRENTHEsIs is, what includes a Member of a Sentence or 
an Intercalation introduced into it, capable of being either inſerted 


or omitted without affecting either its Senſe or its grammatical Con- 


ſtruction; and yet tending to its Explanation or Elucidation. What 
is contained within it ought never to ob/cure the Sentence into which 
it is 3 but, on —* contrary, ſhould ſerve either to clear up 

hten, or to add Force and Strength to ĩt. Conſequently, 
it 1 loud never be long and tedious: Ir it requires Length, it ought 
to be formed into a diſtinct ſeparate Sentence; or elſe converted 
into a marginal Note. 

Neither is the 700 frequent Uſe of Parentheſes to * approved of. 
The Mind of the Hearer or Reader is thereby too often put in Suſ- 
penſe: Which is unpleaſant and diſagreeable. A long Parentheſis 
generally keeps it tediouſiy in Suſpenſe, and embarraſſes the Senſe: 
And even bort ones may have a like Effect, in i oy Degree, by their 
too frequent Occurrence, , 

o put one Parentheſis within another, is a great Fault i in Lan- 
| guage : But, to begin a Parentheſis only, and then (within that) to 
begin another, and never to end either, is a moch greater. In- 
deed this latter can ſcarce happen in Mriting: But I have known 
5 mn ae pere has ariſen from it, in aig it 5 
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9 « rimum magis e a:“ And Dr. Ward ſeems to agree to 
though his own direct Words are only . AL ITA eerantur. The 


an Eſby . ane . 


e lay een be e Mute, un bee Beinends Webb ed 


« with a Parentbeſis. "Wh, Lown, 40 can not ſee lk Graad 
for ſuch a Prohibition. - | 


It is a modern Faſhion, but ſorely a very hank: one, to omit. the. 


Maxx of a Parentheſis : And ſome have ſaid-<« that a Parentheſis is; 


« as well diſtinguiſhed by Commas placed at the Beginning and End 
4 of it, or by a double Colon, as by its uſual Mark ( )-* But this 


is not true in Fact. The former Expedient is 20 Diſtinction of a 


Parentheſis at all: The latter is 2vorſe than none; and can only ſerve 


to puzzle and confound the Senſe. For, as Co/ons often. occur, and 


Commas preſent themſelves perpetually; how is the Reader to diſtin- 
guifſh, waz N a Colon or a Comma ſtands for the Maxx A PS. 
rentheſis, and wHEN it only repreſents its reſpective ordinary Pauſed 
It ſeems manifeſt to me, that he has 0 Rule whereby to make this 
Diſtinction. But if he ſhould be fuppoſed to have any at all, it 
can be but a very doubrful, difficult, and uncertain one: And why 
ſhould. a plain obvious infallible Diſtinction be DEskR TRD, in favour 


of what is either none at all or next to none? And why ſhould not 


a Parentheſis be marked in M. _— in Print, as well as in SprA Ke 
ING? Every Man that ſpeaks with Propriety, marks the ſpobn Con- 


tents of a Parentheſis, by an Alteration of the Tone c Voice: 
And therefore it ought likewiſe to be marked upon — in order 


to render Writing or Printing a juſt Repreſentation of Pronouncing 
And of this Opinion was the learned Profeſſor Dr. Hard ; who 
gives this as the e 1 Reaſon why it ought to be 3 with its 

oper Mark ;— m Cauſam ſane propria nota ſignari debent.?? 
TE 18 ſufficient for my 2 if I can ſhew . that the Voice is or 
« ought to be ALTERED, - in pronouncing the — of a Paren- 
« theſis:“ It is not incumbent on me to ſpecify the exact Degree 
of ſuch Alteration. Hunnen, the general Rule ſeems to be, « by 
% a moderate Depreſſion of it.” Vosstus ſays expreſsly, voce 


beforementioned learned and Right Reverend Author ſays A Pa- 
rentheſis marks a moderate Depreſſion of Voice, with a; Pauſe 
eater than a Comma: Which, by the Way, does not 0 
N the Practice of thoſe who only mark it y a Comma. 
I obſerve, with great Satisfaction, that ſo very accurate a Writer | 
as the late learned Inventor of the Short-Hand, applicable to any 


other Language, but particularly adjuſted to our own, has, in the 
5 beforementioned Treatiſe which ee and * it, not only 


I 


| An Eſſay upon Pointing, H&S. | 
with — Maris, but has 
8 radded the reſpective p — — at the 
them; 2 hand were ſeenas both 
proper and neceſſary, and receives great Support from ſo reſpectable 
| proper and neo It may likewiſe be noted, that this Writer's Admiſ- 
Gon. of a Semicolon at the End of a Parentheſis, is another Contradic- 


tion to the ae men 


n 

A Pana rasere includes a very few Words, which are certainly 
wo Member of the Sentence, nor-neceflarily connected with the Senſe 
or Grammar of it; being, ſometimes, the Words of a different Per- 
Jon from the Compoſer + the Sentence ; vis. the Words of the Per- 
fon who is repeating 8 it. It 2 1s always merely e lex- 


anatory 

Yo Di Word ſays, the Uſe of it is < baud admodum frequent: ” And 
he . — it from a Paſſage in Cicero. Cajus [ Perielis] in 
< Jabrss veleres Comic Teporem  babitaſe am, V. Lib. de 
Orar. i I. 27 8. N | 

Ihe p takes 10 Notice at all of it. EE 
| 1e ene ſpecial Uſe of it to be 25. That when a Speaker 
i repeating, or a Writer citing the Words of another Perſon; and 
Sms that his adding a fingle Word, or to or three Words of his ora, 
Will be neceſſary or convenient towards aſcertaining any equivocal 
Term or Expreſſion, or clearing up any Doubt; he puts theſe addad 
"Words of his won within a Pax ATEHRSIS, if he is Writing, or lowers 
bis Force, if he is ſpeaking them; in order to thew that they are not 
the erigina! Words of his Author, but additional explanatory Words 
of his ron. This 1 apprehend to be _ uſual Office of a Para- 


It is marked by Hooks or Brackets or Cratchets, (thus [ 4 
Theſe diſtinguiſh it from the Parentheſis: which has a diſtinct Uſe 
and Office ; and the Words contained in it are always the Words 

of the original Compoſer of the Sentence. | 

CkLLAxIVs mentions it in the following Words“ Diſtinctio | 
autem motetur inter ( ) parentheſes, et ] uncos five unci- 
nes. Hi ſunt in textu notæ critic, quæ ſuſpectum verbum aut 

4 ſententiam ſignificant, quaſi mala manu än auctoris textum, im- 
A perite ſrepe inepteque, intruſam. Etiam |] utimur, quum 
« noſtra verba alterius orationi interſerimus, aut aliud * 
« e eee Latina, p. 7 * | E: 
II 


60 ; 


WC By wn upon Pointing! Gf. 
Ir more thintwo'or three or a very few Words are requiſite for 
woch an Eclairciflement, they ought to be placed in the Margin, as 
a marginal Note. In moſt Caſes, a: ts are as wm, Pg better i in 


| the gin, than in the Text. 


Nevertheleſs, a Paratheſis' containing! whe A. New thi 3 Wo ies bp 


may ſometimes be well pms. admitted into the Text: As They 


3 g the French] « marched precipitately Sc. Dr. Priefiley's 


udiments of Engl; Grammar 1768. page 83. «© Who meaning 


the King] “ notwithſtanding he relates &c.” - Idem, page 84. So, 


in the Appeal to Hebricians, in page 13 of this ine Edlay in 


ſpeaking of the Opinion of the Rabbins, That the Law written 


by Moſes was without Points, I have inſerted [V ee, to prevent 


the Word ( punctis (which there means the Maſſoretic Points) from 


| being miſunderſtood to mean ſuch Points as are the Subject of my 


profent Paper; two quite different een une led (ins our | 
puage) ) by the ſame Name. = 
'To the Parentheſis and Parathefis may be added the Mark of | 


 QuorTATION “„ ”, And by the fame Marx may be di- 


ſtinguiſhed (what is in its Nature very like to a Quotation, and may 
almoſt be canſidered as ſuch,) the Terms of a Quks r Ilox to be de- 


bated, or of a Propoſition afſerted or denied. Such a Manner of 


marking out the Terms of a Queſtion or Propoſition greatly aſſiſts 


the Eye, in diſtinguiſhing it at once from the Context, without 


. *Cellanus 


treats of this 
Mark, u 

this Title— 
4 3 — 
« fine verſi 

See his Or- 


— ago 


78. 6. 


any troubleſome Attention or any Loſs of Time. | 
The Hyeuzn (marked -) is alſo very proper to ſhew. the Con- 
junction of two or more Words ſo connected and compounded to- 


gether as not perfectly to coaleſce, yet to form e "though not 


yuu one Word. | 

The Duplication of the fame Mark 15 ) is uſed to connect | 
the dj ſcontinued P lables of a Polyſyllable, — from 
each _—_ by the Diſtance of a whole Line's Le „for want 
of Room to finiſh the Word within the End of the former 
Line; and it becoming therefore neceſſary to complete it upon A 
na 

Scokine under FEONDEY d emp hatical Words (or even double 
or treble Scoring ;) and Italics, Capitals, and greater Capitals, are of 
„infinite Uſe, — aſſiſt the Recollection of the Writer, to catch the 
eee, of the Reader, and to A the Promenctation ne "mo 
Speaker, 


4 * « 
. * 
— 
8 5 
— 


An Eſſay upon Pointing, Se. 25 
This Liſt of Diſtinction is ſomewhat “ larger than Doctor Ward's. | 
I do not pretend to preſcribe it to others: I know, it has been uſeful 
to myſelf, So alfo have ſome occaſional Marks, ſerving (as it ſeemed 
to me) to aſſiſt Perſpicuity, and to aſk particular Attention to ſuch _ 
Words or Paflages as might be thought moſt to deſerve it. I think 
that large initial Letters, properly uſed, conduce towards anſweri 
the ſame Intention: And therefore I keep to the old Faſhion ; an 
confeſs that I do not approve of the new one at all, and much leſs 
when carried to the Extremity, to which M. Yoltaire has been pleaſed 
to puſh it. And here let me once more mention that amiable and ex- 
cellent Man (not ſoon to be forgotten by any of his old Acquaintance) 
the late good and learned Dr. Byrom ; whoſe Thoughts and Words 
were uſed to flow with equal Facility and Correctneſs, and to whom 
Accuracy and Exactneſs were habitual : His Authority and Exam 
ple would alone be ſufficient to juſtify an Adherence to the old 
Rule of beginning every material Subſtantive Noun with a great 
Letter. re ſeems to be no Reaſon for departing from an eftab- 
liſbed Cuſtom, in favour of a ne Fafhion which has no Advantage 
over it. In very ancient Times, when Writing was ALL in Capi- 
tals, this Diſtinction could not exiſt. As to more modern Practice 
and Propriety, Whoever ſhall chooſe to confult Cellarius, will find 


a Title (in p. 75. 76. 77.) % Majores Littera in minore Scriptura,” 
wherein he itafles quando, quo loco, et quoties liceat mules 
adiniſcers. 7-5 15 1 1 | 


Dr. Bow ks, in his AztsTarcuvs, has a Chapter, under the 
Head of Orthography, which He intitles, Of Interpunctions, and 
4% other Marks in Writing.“ % UEETOY 
. He begins it with obſerving, that Interpunctions, or Points of 
Diſtinction, regulate the Accent of the Voice in Reading; and are 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the better underſtanding of what we write 
and read, that, without a ſtrict Attention to them, all Writing would 
be confuſed, and liable to many Miſeonſtructions. For, the very 
ſame Words, differently pointed, will bear a very different Interr 
pretation: And without right Pointing, it is impoſſible to read any 
thing, at firſt View, with proper Accent and Cadence of Voice. 
* There is a m larger Liſt, in the anonymous Treatiſe (of 1680 which I menti $ mm .15 
It reckons up no leſs Cry ſixteen Notes, that are uſed in Waking and in Print; 838 ey 
the careful Obſervation of them. They are, 1ſt. An Apoſtrophe-or Ap Rus; 2d. & Diæ- 
reſis; 3d. An Accent; 4th. An Hyphen; — An EQhlipfis or Leeb; G A Purenthefis ; 
E Circumflex; 8th. A Crotehet or Paratheſis; g. An Aſteriſk; zoth. The 
of the Alphabet; 11th. An Obeliſk; 12th. Two Parallel Lines; i 3th. A Note of Cita- 


| 3 ;th. 
don; 14th, An Index; 15h. & Seon, $1466. reer Pllwns dae. 


An tb v upon A Ger 


So that, to read with Gracefulneſs, and to underſtand with: Eaſe, | 


is the Advantage of nice Pointing. 
The Interpunctions, conſidered as Intervals in eng. He fore, 


are only Four; namely, a Comma, Semicolen, Colon, and Period? 


And theſe bear a kind of dee Proportion of Time, One to 
another. 


A Contma'(/) bes bur 8 finatt Diſtin&tion atthe ſhorteſt Paule, = 


while the Reader may tell One. 


A Semicolon (;) makes a full Diſtincti ion at the Subdiviſions of 5 


Colon, while the Reader may tell Two! 


A Colon (:) makes a fuller Diſtinction, eee che whole re. | 


riods, while the Reader may tell Four. 


A Period (.) makes the falleſt Diſtin@ion, while che Reader may 


tell Six: it concludes both the Senſe and the Sentence. 


There — two Vicarious Points, He ſays, which are called Notes 5 
of Affection; namely, an Interrogation, and an Exclamation. 


An Interrogation (?) aſks a Queſtion; and it requires the fame 
Time as a Period. The Voice muſt be kept from falling: The 


Perſon who aſks the Queſtion being en 0 be in Pen Aeg and 


Expectation of an Anſwer. 


An Exclamation (!) is uſed in admiring, applanding, or bewnib- : 
; And it r -- wot the Elevation. of US Wels and . ſame =. 


Tine as & Peri 


There are alſo other "Accidental Marks; ; as a Payeutheſis an a Hy 5 


phen, a Diæreſis, and an Apoſtrophe. | | 
A Parentheſis () incloſes incidental Sentences with 'two- Semis- 
circles ; And they have ſo little Connection, that they dv not break 
the Serife, if omitted. | 
An Hyphen (connects the Syllables of a Word writ — at 
the End of One Line, and partly, for want of Room, at the Be- 
ginning of the next; And it alſo joins two Words into One. 


be but One. 


As Dr. en is a clear and i Writer, 1 have choſen to- 


A Birreßs (++) is a Mark of Separation, dividing 1 
and making two . of that which, without he Mark; WO: - 


give his very: Words upon this Subject: And by comparing them. 


with the Expreſſions of thoſe other Writers from whom. F have 
made or ſhall make Extracts, the Reader will be the better enabled 
to form his own Judgment and to correct mine: And 1 ſhould ima- 


85 R W Whole of them, He may 


abtain- 


7 © 
21 | 
i | 
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in a ſati ry, if e Idea. of a very uſeful Art, and 
TLoseentebt“ at leaſt, if not neceflary, Accompliſhment.. 
Ile will find theſe Writers to differ a little in the Progertion of 
Time that the Interpunctions, conſidered as Intervals in Reading, bear 
One to Another: But as it ſeems agreed that they do bear . 
.* Proportion of Time, One to Another,“ He will judge for 
ſelf, how He chooſes to adjuſt that Proportion, as either his Dilcre. 
tion or his Ear ſhall guide Him. Perhaps a Perſon who has a mu- 
ſical Ear may fix theſe Proportions differently from One who is a 
total Stranger to Muſic: that is to ſay, The former may attend 
chiefly or totally to Mufica/ Proportions; The latter will have no 
Regard to Sound, any further than as it 1s connected with Senſe.  -. 

. not forbear making One Remark upon what this Gentle- 
man ſays concerning the Colon; though he has not beſtowed much 
above two Lines upon it. His Words are— A Colon makes a 

4 fuller Diſtinction, dividing the whole Period. Now I think it 
maay be very fairly inferred from this Expreſſion & dividing the whole 
„ Period, That his Notion coincides with mine, that there ought 
<6 to: be no more than One Colon in the ſame Period.“ For, this 
= Dividing the whole Period” muſt here be underſtood of a Diviſion 
into 7vo | Row only; Eſpecially, as in the next preceding Sentence 
he ſpeaks, Durally, of the Subdrvifons of a Colon by Semicolons: - 
Which marks a plain Contraft between the jingle Diviſion of a 
whole Period, and the ſeveral Subdiviſions of a Colon ; and does; i in 
| my Apprehenſion, convey the true and juſt Idea of each. 

TI have already owned, that I take my Cue of Pointing, from the 
Subject. Matter, from the actual Pauſes made in pronouncing the 
ſame Words, and more eſpecially from a View to Perſþicuity ; as 
well as from grammatical Regard to the Words or Members of Sen- 

tences. Therefore, and alſo for the other Reaſon before hinted, 
my Habit of Pointing may differ ſomewhat from Dr. Ward's; And, 
I ſuppoſe, every Man's differs, more or leſs, from every other Man's. 
In ene Inſtance, the Method which I adopt muſt neceſſarily differ 
> mw” any that takes its Rule from ſtrict grammatical Conſideration. 
For, the Grammar may be exactly the fours and the I ords 
as near as Words can be tranſlated; and yet they may bear a very 
different Pointing, in Latin and in Engly/b : Becauſe, in the one 
Language, the Senſe may be clearly determined by the different In- 
lectious of the Caſes of Nouns ; 3 in the other, where there is no ſuch 
Inflection (except in the genitive Caſe,) the Senſe: may be unclear 
or W as ata as it can be caught from the mere Words; and 


D 2 therefore 
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Lines, that perhaps a ſingle Comma, or two, or three at the utmoſt, - 


_ Engliſh one, for a Wager of a Crown. 


himſelf agrees) © paulo eff difficitior.”* Perhaps E may be (and Ebe- 
eve I am) whimfical or fingular in the Uſe of it. The Ofjce of the 
Elon does not ſeem to be yet fully ſettled. . It feems to me, to an- 


vey an inſtantaneous: Direction to the Reader's Apprehenfion; I 


of (I don't fay require). three Commas and four Semicolons : 1 grant 
fenſible. What 1 hint at, is the conciſe Latin Diſtich upon the 


learned * Profeſſor's own tions to his general Rules ſeam. to con- 
cede, that the Pointing may admit of ſome TY according to the 


to be, Where two Subſtantive Sentences are put in Appoſition toge · 


Ktter e xplains or inforces the former; where the. firſt is a complete 


An Efmy upon Pointing, Mr: 
ire higher Pointing, in order to cen 


think I could give an Inſtance where the Pointing of theſe two Lan- 
guages might differ fo much, within the Compaſs of only two- 


would be ſufficient, for the Latin; though the Engliſp would admit 
that it would be very high Pointing; but, perhaps, not quite inde- 


Louvre; which is ſaid to have been tranſlated into a. mare conciſe 


„ «(Now Ocdir Clemens, nan Urdcs Gate baturulla,. -+ 
« Urbve Domum, Dominum nec Domus ulla parem. 


| «. The-WVorld ns Nation has 3 no Nation, Town ; 5 
| % Town, Hase; Houfe, Lord; like this Give me the Crown.” 


* 
+ 


Ty my general Poſition is vrue, (though my Example may be, and 


Tthink is, over-ſtrained ;) it ſeems to follow, that the Rule of. Point» 
ing ought not to be cogſned to the mere grammatical Divifſon of 
Sentences into their Parts and Members. Indeed, ſeveral of the 


Degree of Perſpicuity in the Sentence : Particularly, where he allows | 

the Omiſſion of a Comma in brevioribus fentemttis, que adeo per 

« ſe manifeſtæ ſunt, ut nullam diſtinctionem poſtulent; tum in lon- 

1 gioribus, ubi interpunctorum multitudo nimis conferta Cogſuſionem 

« potius — n oe us am 
I Have before confeſſed, that I can not be entirely of this Gentle- 

man's Sentiment with reſpe& to the Colon ;. +* Cujus Explicatio” (he 


fwer to the Semi-Period. A Semi- colon ſupplies its-Place well enough, 
in very many. Caſes ;' perhaps, in every Caſe but thoſe where Dr. 
Ward would uſe his Semi-period. The main Uſe of it ſeems to me- 


ther, (if I may ſo expreſs it) where each of them is a diſtin&Sentence- 
of itfelf, and yet each is cloſely connected with the other; where the 


7 Sentence, 


An Eſſay upon Pointing, Se. 
Sentence, boch in Senſe and Grammar, and yet the ſecond naturally 
ariſes aut of it, and renders. the Senſe of it more full and ſatisfactory. 
Aulos is allo uſed. with Propriety, where two Matters, or Cha- 
ractors, or Circumſtances, are put in Oppoſition or Contraſt to each 
other. I uſe it indiſcriminately whether the Sentence be long or 
Hort, or whether it has or has not a Comma or a Semicolon in it: As, 
for Example, I ſhould divide by a Colon, the two following very 
ſhort Sentences, though neither of them has any other Point of Di- 
ſtinction whatſoever in it; and my Reaſon is, becauſe I think the 
Senſe requires it, and a propottianable Pauſe would be actually made 
in 3 the Words. A. B. is an exceeding ſenſible Man: 
BgBut he is an infamous Scoundrel. C. D. is come to Town: 
L faw him this Morning. I find myſelf juſtified in this, by the 
Authority of Manutius. His Wards are theſe Ubi conciſa ſen- 
4 tentia eſt, et conciſa item altera ſubſequitur, gemino puncto Ego 
cgquidem utor libentius quam unico; ut in hoc exemplo—Hoſpitium 
mihi para: Cras enim adero.” Perhaps, in rigid Strictneſs, it ſhould! 
never be uſed, but where each Part of the Diviſion is a perfect Gram 
matical Sentence, of. itſelf. As, for Inſtance, it is · not admiſſible in 
the following Sentence; becauſe the /zcond Part of the Diviſion of 
it is not a complete Grammatical Sentence. The Appendix may 
be had by itſelf, ſeparate from the Book; a few ſupernumerary- 


& Copi 1 printed off, for that Purpoſe.” Here, the 
former Part of Bren is a complete Sentence of itfelf; but the 
Lutter Part of it has no Senſe or Meaning, without the ＋ of the 
former Part: Butif the Sentence had worded as follows, then: 
indeed a Colon had been proper; becauſe each Part of the Diviſion: 
would be a perfect Sentence.“ The Appendix may be had by it-- 
_ | - few ſupernumerary-Copies have been printed off, for that 
* Puorpoſe.” 55 ? | 
Upon my: Principles, I: can neither aumit the REPETITION of a. 
Colon in one and the ſame Period, how. long ſoever it may be; nor 
exclude a Colon out of the ſhorteſt Sentence, merely for want of atten- 
dant Commas and Semicelons; nor accede to the Introdufion of a Co- 
Ion in the ſeveral Examples put by Dr. Ward in Pages 72, 73, 74. 
75, 76, where the-Sentences- are imperfeft and the Senſe unfniſbed; 
nor, by any Means approve of it, as a Mark of the Beginning and 
the End of a Quatation, nor even of the Beginning of one. 
_ - Indeed the Example he has put in Page 58, gives me the Satiſ- 
faction of perceiving that my Notijons concerning Pointing in gene- 
ral' are not abſolutely diſſimilar to his. For he there ſingles out a. 
2 . . . | | 4 | , . particular. 


An day upon Painting! Gr. 


| particular Sentence, as an Example or all his Diviſions and Bulcs 


of Pointing, in general; (i una ſententia ſangulorum exemplum dabimus:) 
And I entirely concur with him in his Manner of pointing that Sen- 
tence. It is in Latin.—* Ego certe neque petivi hunc honorem, vere- 


c * cundia retardatus; neque merui, ætate deftitutus : Tu tamen, am- 


pliſſime Ordo, tanquam petenti confers, nequid negaſſe ei videare, quem 
60 « c exifttmas ; ; tanquain merenti exſolvis, ut debug iſe ze illi compa 


% qui non petierat.” 


1 thokdd. have: hore concluded: this thels Rr ko" babe er 


Pointing, if I had not lately had an Opportunity, (by the 
Favour of an honourable Friend, and of an ingenious Gen- 
tleman who was a few Years ago at Piſa,) of penal ing the Work 
of another learned modern Author, written in Latin, and publiſhed. 


in Italy, where he reſided: Of whoſe Sentiments upon this Subject 
I will endeavour to give a ſhort Abſtract; becauſe his Book is not at 
all likely to fall into many Encrisn Hands. It was printed at 


Roxx, in 1 747, typis Genergſi Salomoni in platea ſancti Ignatii; and 


ſold by Him. It is intitled, « Aloyſi Antoni Verneii, I. V. et T. D. 
« Archidiaconi Eborenſis, * de Ortho raphia Latina, ad Didacum 


Fratrem, Liber fingularis.” The ſeventh Chapter of che ol 7 
Part 8 profeſſedly, de refs interpungendi ration. 


He ſays + PoINTING was not unknown, in the time oP 17th 


« AND the Great? And he cites ARISTOTLE (Rhetoricor. 
L. iii. c. 5.) as obſerving,” ** that the Writings of Heraclitus tlie 


+. Philoſopher: were not pointed; and that it was difficult to point 


4% them.“ He adds, < that it was introduced by the politeſt Pen. : 
% ſons; partly for the: eaſier Pronunciation of the peaker, and 
45 partly for the clearer Apprehenſion of the Hearer.” It was not 
throught to Perfection, as this Author ſays, till after the Invention of 


Printing. 


He mentions ſeveral Rules which have nies eſtabliſhed by Men 


of the moſt acute Judgment. Firſt, The full | Point is to be placed 
at the End of a Sentence where Nothing remains to be added. The 


double Point, or: Colon; is proper to ſeparate One ſhort Sentence from | 


another. ſhort Sentence. He adviſes to begin the next Sentence 


with a ſall Letter, if, after the full Point, a Sentence not wnlike the 
former follows: but. if the following Sentence is unlike to the for- 
mer, then he thinks it right to begin ſuch following Sentence with 


This Gentleman i is Archdeacon of Evera, in Portugal : and | Secretary t to the Dd... 
ep wan He — 0 at Pi . 0 


* * 8 g 93 s 


a great Letter. If a quite different Argument follows, then he re- 2 i 


1 
1 


* 


An Eſſay upon Pointing, S. 1 
eommends the putting not only a full Noint, but alſo a great Letter, | nf 
and likewiſe an Interval. When the Argument is quite complete, a. 
new Section or Paragraph ought to be begun. But this he leaves to 

the Diſcretion of the Writer. Then he proceeds to the Notation of 
- Interrogation, Admiration, Irony, Exclamation, and Indignation ; all: 
marked with the ſame Diſtinction, quia omnibus his Admiratio inęſt. 

Secondly—The double Point ſhould be put, when the Sentence is 
perfect, fo that it my 7 be finiſhed with One ſingle Point; yet 
ſomething remains to be added, whereby it may be explained, illuſ. 
trated, or reſtrained. He ſays, This frequently happens, when a 
Sentence contains ſeveral Members which have their Senſes finiſhed, 
and are governed by the ſame or a like Verb: in which Caſe, a: 
Double Point ought to be placed, as often as the Sentence is finiſhed. 
and makes the Senſe complete. [I have before obſerved, that, according 
to my own: Notion, a Semicolon would better execute this Office.] 
Then he ſays, (for I chooſe, here, to give his own Words, ) Po- 
ſtremo, geminum punctum adhibetur, poſtea quam pluries punctum 
« et virgulam in eadem comprehenſione poſuimus : quo oſtendamus, 
«© majorem inter punctionem requiri, ac lector aliquantiſper quieſcat. . 
40. Idque, quoties major mora requiritur, fieri debet.“ 3 

Thirdly, The Virgula, or Comma, is taken under his Conſideration:: 
Whoſe Office, he. ſays, is not to ſeparate Parts of a Sentence, or 

Sentences; but Nouns and Verbs which differ; that the Reader may 

underſtand what Senſe they bear, and by what. Verb they are go- 
- . yerned, And he illuſtrates this by four Inſtances. 1ſt. Before con- 
Juntlive, diguniiive, advuer ſatiue Particles; whether ſuch Particles 
be expreſſive or implied. 2dly, Between ſhort Propoſitions, which 
are governed by the ſame Verb and Perſon.. - 3dly. When a Propo- 
fition is interrupted by any Subſtantive put in Appoſition, Ablative 
abſolute, or Verb, or Gerund, or Participle, and the like :. in which 
Rule he includes the Relative Agi. 4thly. It ſeparates Propoſitions, 
he ſays, . quæ neceſſario nexu colliguntur; vel quia unum-eſt -Ob- - 
jectum alterius;: vel quia exprimit aliquod Adjunctum. quod tam 


« eſt breve, ut gemino puncto fecerni.-ſupervacaneum fit.” But theſe 
Rules are limited, he ſays, in the following Caſes, - Firſt, He proteſts 
againſt placing a Comma or Virgula between Words which are com- 
monly reputed. homonymonus: A ſecond. Limitation is, when the Particle 
No Comma is to be put, when the Senſe and Sentences are well 
diſtinguiſhed; that is, when the Propoſitions are very ſhort, and breed 
10 Confuſion... He. even goes ſo far as to ſay, that « Virgulæ caute, 
( * 5 | EPs | ; 1 
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f / & et non niſi cum Senfus cugit, ſunt ſcribendæ.“ He adds, that 
Kit % etiam 8 ab Orthographis in cenſum Virgularum defer- 
1 « tur.” The Mark of a Parentheſis () includes, ſays, thoſe 
1 which are neither Parts of the Sentence, nor are governed by any 
Whit Verb antecedent or conſequent ; but may be omitted without alter- 
4400 ing the Senſe, and are added for Explanation. But if the Sentence 
ht is very ſhort, and not at all foreign to the Senſe, it ought, in his 
Will Opinion, to be ſeparated by two Commas. One thing he adviſes, 
bd | (and I requeſt that it may be underſtood as his Advice, not mine,) 
11 namely, Not to put a Comma, nor a Point, before a Parenthefis, - 
17 as many do: 7þ/a enim eft interpunctio. He goes on thus“ Niſi 
ll forte Sententia abſoluta Parentheſis ſcribatur: quo caſu punctum 
1 4 finale, aut duo puncta ante Parentheſin debent ſcribi. Nec 
TH « etiam fine Sententiæ, quæ Parentheſi concluditur, ponitur vir- 
T8 % gula. In medio vero, fi longior eſt, omnia ſigna poſſunt +" wont] 
4.38 I confeſs, I do not agree to this Notion, I deny, that ipſa Paren- 
1 « theſis eſt interpunctio: It is a quite diſtinct thing; It only marks, 
14 that the Words included within the () may be read or omitted, 
14. without Injury to the Senſe or Grammar. And I conceive that a 
„ Parentheſis longior, having omnia ſigna appoſita in Medio, and none 
. at all at either its Beginning or End, would make a very odd Figure. 
Fl It ſeems more reaſonable, in my Apprehenfion, that the Sentence 


ſhould be pointed exactly in the fame Manner as if the Mark of 
1 Parentheſis were not actually inſerted, but only implied: Except 
. that, in very ſhort ones, the actual Notation of it renders it unne- 
(it _ceffary, and indeed ſuperfluous, to diſtinguiſn it by two Commas, 
ſuperadded to the actual Notation. It appears, I think, from the 
Words juſt cited, that this Author has no Objection to concluding a 
Sentence with a Parentheſis; which ſome Perſons vehemently re- 
prehend: Whereas he gives Directions how fuch a Sentence ought 
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Willi be pointed; «ni6 forte ſententia abſoluta Parenthefis ſeribatur 
4 N_ « &c,”* L entirely agree with Him in his next Sentence, (which is 


his laſt under this third Rule —) „ Cavendum tamen a longiori, et 
MM [ 4 frequentiori Parentheſi, quæ obſcuritatem Orationi offundit.'* 
1 Fourthly, The Punctum et Virgula, (what We denominate the 
1 Semicalon,) is put, when the Senſe requires a greater Interſpiration 
| than a Comma, but a leſs than the Colome. that is, when the Pro- 
_ poſition expreſſes ſome Senſe 3; but not enough to explain y the 
- Writer's Mind; but another Member is yet wanting, to make the 
Whole Sentence quite clear and complete. Therefore it is pyt— 
I᷑̃ſt. when the Propoſition begins with theſe Words, Effi, tantegſi, 


3 


An Eſſuay upon Pointing, c. 
Aut, 
Paris. 
to Each Other. Athly. When another Propoſition is inſerted for 
the Sake of Explanation, and in ſome Degree interrupts the Senſe; 
e forget EH TD | 5 


Tusk, he ſays, are the Chief Rules which the moſt polite and 
udicious Perſons obſerve, in Writing. Yet theſe Rules can ſcarce 


: ſtrictly and univerſally adhered to, by reaſon of the great Variety 


of Writing, and different Turns of Periods, to which every Writer 
may accommodate them, as it ſuits his own Style and Manner of 
Writing: which he ſhould, however, do with Diſcretion, and ſui- 
tably to the particular Caſe. He allows a conſiderable Latitude to 
the Writer: Whom he leaves to apply the Rules according to his 


oven Inclination and Prudence; having a due Regard to his Subject 
Matter. And he, in Terms, reduces the Whole to the Shortneſs of 
the Periods, and the Senſe of the Words with which the next Member 
beginn. Tota autem Mutationis Ratio ad hæc duo revocatur, 


<c- Brevitatem Periodorum, et Senſum verborum quibus altera pars ors 
« cipit Period: que in cauſſa eſt cur ſupervacanea videatur major 


<<: Sejunctio, ſed minori contenti ſimus; modo Periodus ac Sententia 


<< ſatis diſtincta videatur, quod unum in interpungendo advertere ne- 
„ ceſſe eſt,” He even puſhes the former of theſe two reduced 


Rules fo far, as to ſay, Immo vero aliquando Virgula loco PuN rr 
<< ponenda eſt, cum periodus eſt breviſſima: v. g. Nihil amabilius 


e virtute, Nihil quod magis alliciat homines. vel etiam: Qui amat, - 


3 et bona , et mala Amici ſua reputat, nihil alienum putat, ut ſentiunt 
4 ' Philoſophi. Poterant hæc membra gemino puncto ſeparari : tamen 


<e- brevitatis gratia Virgula ſufficit, que ſatis membra ſejungit.“ 
Indeed it ſeems -probable, from the Examples he puts, that by the 


o 


Word Punctum in the former Part of this Sentence, he means no 
more than what he expreſſes by geminum Punctum, in the latter 
Part of it: Not that T agree with Him, that ( v/rgula ſufficit,” in 
either; or even, that a full Point or a Colon would have been proper; 
being pretty clear, that a'Semzcolon would have been the true and 
1 proper Diſtinction. He then puts a Caſe where, in a ſbort Sen- 


tence, a Semicolon is ſufficient, or even a Comma, inſtead of a double 


Point ;- but if You lengtben the Sentence, a Colon may be requiſite. 


The latter of the #wo abovementioned Cauſes which he allows; for 


departing from the Rules of Pointing, He thus explains Sin vero 
fſecundam partem verbis non tam connexis inciperem, fortaſſe unicum 

| . 5 T # i ” . 
« punctum, immo et Hhitera grandiuſcula eſſet neceſſaria; v. g. 
| E Evdem 


N bs, 1 ualrs,” | . oY 2dly. When we divide any thing into | 
ts.” zauͤly. When two things are compared, or as it were oppoſed 


t; 


e eee, s 


Eodem mode, gui Medica: artit rades rarpora humore tumentia dauer- 
D bi. perſuadent ſe. 55 corps, fed ſanum, er 
4 Hu nem freferens Didere.” roceeds . Valet cadem 
„ Ratio in et virgula; que, cum 5 ſunt breviſſima, et 
« ſatis ſe ipſis diſtinguuntur, locum cedit ſimplici alias Dh 8 © 
ſays he, On the contrary; Thoſe very poſitions which, if 
4 they were ſhort, might well be ed be a Semicalpy 
46. (puntho et virgula;) if they are much lengthened, are cloſed 
<< not only duplici pꝓuncto, fed Fnali puncto: Immo vero, duc 
* ſequuntùr, interdam asva Joh ane et Paragrapho exarari debent. 
And he gives this Example. Si PLURES RATIONES adduco, 
% et UNAQUEQUE earum juſtum Argumentum facit, guælibet 
4 novo Paragrapho debet 2. Quod ſecus eſſet fi forent bre-- 
<4 viſime: tunc enim vel puncto et Virgula, vel gemino puncto 
« ſeparari poſſent.” Laſtly, He lays, the Comma (or Virgula) 
is ſometimes omitted, Cum tanta eſt brevitas Periodi, ut /ine- 
« la bene intelligatur; ; immo vero, ſi apponeretur, negotium le- 
« gentibus faceſſeret? And he points certam Words in ſuch 4 
Manner, that, as be ſays, the Commasare fo far from illuſtrati 
the Sentence, that gs rather render it more chſcure. But I wi 
be bold to ſay, that it will be very difficult to find 
where the Frequency of Diſtinctions, or what is called the . 
Pointing, wilt render the Senſe of a Sentence more obſcure; pro 
vided it beexerciſed with even the ſmalleſt Degree of Judgment. 
This Gentleman's Concluſion admits a Departure from his Rules: | 
upon juft5fiable Occafions; provided it do not interfere with the Clear-- 
_ eſe and Diftintineſe of the Sentence, or In, any Degree obſcure the 
Senſe of it. For fear of miſrepreſenti Meaning, I will give- 
his own laſt: Words Vides 9 regulas, tametſi 
« ſummo conſilio conſtitute ſunt, et ab omnibus quam maxime 
« accommodate ad fejungendas ſententias exiſtimentur; nihilo- 
minus pto ſeribentis prudentia ad membra ſingula Orationis 
« effe aptanda.. Itaque eas, quod ad ejus fieri poterit, ſervet Scrip- 
% tor: niſt-farte- vel brevitas Periodi, vel ſe enſus uerborum cogat ma- 
jorem, aut minorem interpunctionem adhibere. Quod tamen ita 
« faciet, ut Orationis partes ſatis din ſint, et illius ſenſus nul lo. 
6 negotio Ni. Hic - enim Præcipuus eſt BUS, 1 
GS tions.” 
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T cannot de very ; improper, to add, by Way of Appendix, the 


JB Sentiments: * one other reſpectable a upon this * 5 
very methodically digeſted, and (as it ſeems to me capable of 
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75 a g ted at Tn, 'by William Turner, for the Author} in 
763 „ Book very difficult now to LE met Th) herds large 
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As very few Moderns may 3 how or may be meg, tote thi | 


Book, F wilt pe the whole Section. Ie 


Page, and ends. in d. 
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| "The ah Cha | tes, confiſts of — Seftions: The firſt wends. nk 
Tone and So the ſecond, of Accents ;.'and the third, of | Points. 
The laſt is in the following Words ; though, r and ſpelt in a. 


particular, and unuſual Manner. 
Cap. 4. § 3+ Of Poms.” 
85 'T 1. Of Primary Points ſimple. 
PoINTs, 


fervin for the better Underſtan af: W 
ether Primary, pg for the Sy ard, 135 
Primary 


Points, which new thei: Tone, Sound, (EE) Pauſes, 


are eight: four fimple and more common; 


uent. | 
18 Fo | Pezton. 
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* P P E N 5 4; X. 
Pentes4 is a Point of Senſe and perfect 8 which, 
in the laſt Word, 1 of the . below 1 its e 
Tenour, with a long Pauſe. 
Colom is a Point of perfect Senſe, but not of poof Sentence: 
which falleth the Tone of the Voice, with a ſhorter Pauſe. 
Colon being a Point of ĩmperfect Sentence, the Part following 
ſometime” doth perfect the ſame: as „ Of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be Glory for 
ever. Sometime it only maketh perfect Senſe, (as the 3 Fart 2 
but doth not perfect the Sentence: So that there may be * many 
Colons in one Period: Col. 1. from 3, to 15, every Verſe hath his 
Colon. But where ſuch perſect Ahembers are both k — Ger, 
Semicolon. doth well ſupply 1 (As Luke &. 33. 
A certain Samaritane, as he j came vrhere he was; and, when 
he ſaw him, had Compaſſion on him; and went to him; and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in Oil and Wine; and ſet him on 
rw Beaſt; and — en to an Inn; and took Care of him. 
And where they go by Pairs, anſwering: ont another: that the Au. 
tit lata or Pairs may be diftinguiſhed, every ſecond Member .is 
rr firſt with a Comma; "til we 
come to the laſt, which requireth b his per Point: As Luke : vu. 
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A or in —_ Part of a . Which RES Fe Kea 
of the Voice to the laſt, with: the-ſhorteſt-Pauſe. 

Many fimple Words, of the fame Sort, coming together, are 

- diftinguiſhed by Commas: As Gal. v. 19. Now = Works of-the 

Fleſh are manifeſt: Which-are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Un- 


Aﬀertion þ . — of „ 
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APPENDIX. 


— Laſkiviounels, Idolatry, Witchcraft, H hows: vais 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Hereſies, Envyings, Mu ders, 


| Drunkenneſs, Revelings, and ſuch like. and Tir fl. 12. We 


ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent World. 
But if they be Antitbeta anſwering One another; exery ſecond, for 
Diſtinction of the Pairs, is fitly pointed with a ä As Rom. 


vii. 38. lam perſuaded, that neither Death, nor Liſe; nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers; nor things preſent, nor things to 
come; nor Highth, nor Depth; nor any other Crextires ſhall de 


able to te Us from the Love of God, &c. 
Example of all theſe four you have in the Creed, thus 


printed 
t believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 


Earth *: and, in eſus Chriſt his only Son, our Lord: 8 

conceived of the Holy Ghoſt ; borne of the Virgin Mar TE end 

- under Pontius Pilate; was cencified;! dead, and buried: 

into Hell: The third day He roſe 

mex: into H 3 and ſitteth on the rig 
A 


Church; the Communion of Saints: the: Forgivencts of — 
Reſurrefiion RAO IIS and the Life everlaſting. . Amen. 


* 3.1 2. of primary Points. mixt. © 


: from thence be Galt cond, <orhaien the Quick 
and the. 8 66 in the Holy Ghoſt ; the holy Catholic 


39 


e mixt Points, are Erotefis C! Ecphbonehs ; — Leger 


00 Paratheſis: which have: always ſome. er 
or under ſtood, E. 1 1 LY 

| ke fimple Point included. in Rrotofis we 
_ monly Period: And therefore they beat his Badge, with a Differ- 
ne tho b ſometime they imply a Point of leſs Foree: as Nom. 
2 : Is God unrightcous?. (1 ſpeak as a Man) God for- 


bid And Mate. ii. Ke a Comma ; r 2 _ 


| ad ] forgive How? 
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A P PE N D x ** 
till ſeven times?)"and (2) of Ur ging of Infance in Re ey as; 


(Mark vii, 18. Are ye o without Inderſtanding alſo? Do ye not 
perceive; &c and 1 tec, O faithleſs Generation 1 Aal long Thall 1 be l 


with you? how long ſhall J ſuffer Vou f) but alſo (3 of earndfl 


Avouching the contrary; whether the —. errogation Aae : 
or negative: as Luke vi. 39. Can the Blind de lead the Blind? ſhall 


t is, they cannot = they 


they not Both —_ ntd1cthe Ditch'?: __u 


/A| IIS IC end 0% : are 100,74 


Enge, if it debe raiſes che enden Tus or Tendut of 
f hafis draw it But if 


ub Voice in the laſt Word; unleſs the 
it begin with a Word Interrogative; as, [Who, 


* What; how; Whe- 


ther, when, why, &c z] it falleth as a Period; and raiſcth thi Tone - 


in the Interrogative : as Luke xvii: - 1 17. Were chere not Ten clean 
ſed? But where are the Niue??? £05 a wrt * 
FTbis Point, in ithe two [laſt Uſes: thereof lrainech the" hed” 0 
tbe Voice throughout „the whole Interrogation: * as,” Are 445 ſo 
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